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FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT ~ SECTION 305:
[Codified into Public Law at U.S Code, Title 33, Chapter 26, Subchapter III, Section 1315]

WATER QUALITY INVENTORY

[State reports on water quality; transmittal to Congress)|

Sec. 305. (a) [Omitted] The Administrator, in cooperation with the States and with the assistance of
appropriate Federal agencies shall prepare a report to be submitted to the Congress on or before January 1,
1974, which shall—

(1) describe the specific quality, during 1973, with appropriate supplemental descriptions as shall
be required to take into account seasonal, tidal, and other variations, of all navigable waters and the waters
of the contiguous zone;

(2) include an inventory of all point sources of discharge (based on qualitative and quantitative
analysis of discharges) of pollutants, into all navigable waters and the waters of the contiguous zone; and

(3) identify specifically those navigable waters, the quality of which—

(A) is adequate to provide for the protection and propagation of a balanced population of
shellfish, fish, and wildlife and allow recreational activities in and on the water;

(B) can reasonably be expected to attain such level by 1977 or 1983; and

(C) can reasonably be expected to attain such level by any later date.

(b) (1) Each State shall prepare and submit to the Administrator by April 1, 1975, and shall bring
up to date by April 1, 1976, and biennially thereafter, a report which shall include—

(A) a description of the water quality of all navigable waters in such State during the preceding
year, with appropriate supplemental descriptions as shall be required to take into account seasonal, tidal,
and other variations, correlated with the quality of water required by the objective of this Act [chapter] (as
identified by the Administrator pursuant to criteria published under section 304(a) of this Act [/314(a) of
this Title]) and the water quality described in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph;

(B) an analysis of the extent to which all navigable waters of such State provide for the protection
and propagation of a balanced population of shellfish, fish, and wildlife, and allow recreational activities in
and on the water;

(C) an analysis of the extent to which the elimination of the discharge of pollutants and a level of
water quality which provides for the protection and propagation of a balanced population of shellfish, fish,
and wildlife and allows recreational activities in and on the water, have been or will be achieved bye the
requirements of this Act, together with recommendations as to additional action necessary to achieve such
objectives and for what waters such additional action is necessary;

(D) an estimate of (i) the environmental impact, (ii) the economic and social costs necessary to
achieve the objective of this Act in such State, (iii) the economic and social benefits of such achievement,
and (iv) an estimate of the date of such achievement; and

(E) a description of the nature and extent of nonpoint sources of pollutants, and recommendations
as to the programs which must be undertaken to control each category of such sources, including an
estimate of the costs of implementing such programs.

(2) The Administrator shall transmit such State reports, together with an analysis thereof, to
Congress on or before October 1, 1975, and October 1, 1976, and biennially thereafter.
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This report is designed to satisfy the
statutory requirements of § 305(b) of the
federal Water Pollution Control Act [33
U.S.C. 1288], commonly known as the
Clean Water Act (CWA). It also serves
as a source of basic information on water
quality and water pollution control pro-

CWA § 305(b) (1) requires that each
State submit a biennial report to the
United States Congress through the
United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA). The report is to in-
clude the following:

« an assessment of water quality;

o an analysis of the extent to which sur-
face waters provide for protection
and propagation of fish, shellfish,
and wildlife and recreation in and on
the water;

o an overview of progress in water pollu-
tion control and recommendations
for further action;

o an estimate of the environmental, so-

PREFACE

grams in New Mexico. Accordingly, the
intended audience includes the general
public, interest groups, consultants, state
legislators, governmental agencies at
State, local, and federal levels, as well as
universities and other educational enti-
ties.

Legal Requirements

cial, and economic impacts of restor-
ing and maintaining the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of
waters within the State; and

o a description of the nature of nonpoint
source pollution and of programs for
nonpoint source pollution control.

This report contains three parts. Part I
contains the Executive Summary and
Recommendations. The executive sum-
mary focuses on water quality and water
pollution control management results,
highlighting major points made in the
report. The recommendations from the
New Mexico Water Quality Control
Commission are addressed to both the

Information Used

State and federal agencies, statutes,
regulations, and programs are distinctly
identified within the various aspects of
water pollution control management as
required by the context.

United States Congress and the USEPA.

Part 11, Surface and Ground Water
Quality, provides a basin-by-basin narra-
tive on current pollution problem areas
and efforts to remediate them. This part
of the report also outlines the State's con-
cerns of both its ground and surface wa-
ter resources.

The final part of this report, Water
Quality Management, details the work of
many agencies within the State entrusted
with protecting New Mexico's water re-
sources.

This report generally deals with the period from January 2000 through December 2001.
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